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Statement of Faith

Preamble

This Statement of Faith outlines what we believe as we engage in the task of Christian
education and in the mission of growing followers of Jesus Christ. This is the faith on
which our school was founded. This is who we are; this is what we practice, teach and
promote.

God

1.

There is one God who is three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.*

God created the world and He created us to be His people. God loves us and is our
Father in Heaven. He is Lord over all and provides us with everything we need. God
reveals Himself to us most of all through His Son Jesus Christ, through His Word in
the Bible and through His creation.?

The Bible

The Bible is God’s written Word, spoken by God through the people who wrote it.
Because of this we can trust the Bible in everything we believe and do. In the Bible,
God tells us how much He loves us and how He wants to be with us forever, as His
family. The Bible guides and directs us on how God wants us to live. It tells us what
God is like and that His plan for us is good.?

Life before
God

God is Holy and His law is perfect. God created humanity, both male and female, in
His own image. Since the beginning when Adam and Eve disobeyed God, all people
have broken God’s laws. This is what sin is. God is offended when we break His
laws. Unless we turn to Him and ask His help to turn away from our sin, we will be
separated from Him.*

But God loves us and does not want to be separated from us. God wants us to be in
His family. He wants us to honour Him because He made the world and He rules
over the world. He wants us to learn about Him from the Bible. He wants us to talk
to Him and enjoy being with Him.?

God’s plan is to welcome us into His family again. This happens when we trust in
Jesus. Jesus is God. He came to earth as a man and taught people about God. Jesus
lived exactly how God planned for Him and never broke God'’s law. Jesus took the
consequences for our sin when He died on the cross. Because of this, God promises
He will forgive us when we turn to Him and away from our sin. Believing in Jesus
and why He died for us is the only way we can be in God’s family again.®

! Deut. 6:4, Matt. 28:19, Mark 12:29, John 14:8-18

2Gen. 1, Ps. 19:1-4, Ps. 33:6, Rom. 1:20, Heb. 1:1-4

> Deut. 10:12-13, 2 Tim. 3:16-17, 2 Peter 1:19-21

4 Gen. 1:27,Rom. 1:18-32, Rom. 5:12-14, Rom. 6:23, Eph. 2:3
5> John 14:1-3, Rom. 3:22-24

¢ Matt. 20:28, 2 Cor. 5:21, 1 Tim. 2:5-6, 1 Peter 2:22-24
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7. Jesus died for us, but that was not the end! Jesus also rose from the dead. He is
alive again! Jesus is Lord of all. He broke the power of sin and death. The Bible says
Jesus is now in Heaven. He rules over the world with God. Jesus is preparing a place
for every person who trusts in Him.’

8. Because Jesus is God’s Son and the ruler of everything, we can be sure His promises
are true. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to help us believe God’s promises and to
understand the Bible. The Holy Spirit helps us believe in Jesus. The Holy Spirit
helps us see all the things we do that break God’s law, and helps us to be more like
God wants us to be. He encourages us to do God’s work here on earth. God is
bringing His world back to Himself and wants us to participate with Him in this
work. One day Jesus will return to this world, and everything will be made new and
right®

9. God wants us to tell all people in the world about how much He loves them. God
wants us to tell all people about how He is the ruler of the world. God wants us to
tell all people about Jesus and why He died. Every person who puts their trust in
Jesus becomes part of God’s family, called the church.’

10. The Bible says that God’s promises are for all people who believe in Him. This
means Christian parents want to teach their children to know and love God too.
God’s best plan for children is that they grow up in families. The Bible teaches that
families are formed through marriage and tells us that marriage is a commitment
between one man and one woman, to the exclusion of all others, that is intended
to last for life and is the rightful and only, place for sexual activity and
procreation.?

11. In creating humanity, God created each person as distinctly male or female''. God
intends that our biological sex be the good and rightful expression of who He made
us to be as creatures under Him. The rejection of God-given biological sex and
distinguishing between biological sex and gender is inconsistent with God’s design,
and diminishes the reflection of the image of God within a person.

A Christian 12. A Christian is someone who trusts in God’s gift of Jesus Christ as his or her Saviour
and who strives to follow Jesus’ example in every area of life. Christians respond to
God's grace and accept God's call to acknowledge and follow Jesus Christ as

Lord. Christians seek to live authentic biblically grounded lives in community with
other believers including but not limited to active and regular participation in their
local church, dependent on the Holy Spirit, and across all spheres of life, including
education.?

7 Matt. 28:18, Luke 24:36-43, John 5:21-23, John 14:2-3, 1 Peter:1:3

8 John 14:16-18, John 15:26, 1 Cor. 2:9-10, 1 Cor. 12:3, Titus 3:3-8

°John 14:16-18, John 15:26, 1 Cor. 2:9-10, 1 Cor. 12:3, Titus 3:3-8

10 Gen. 1:27-28, Gen. 2:24, Gen 17:7, Matt. 19:4-6, Matt. 19:14, Acts 2:39, Eph. 5:22-32
11 Gen 1:27, Gen 5:1-2, Matt 19:4, Mk 10:6

12 John 14:16-18 John 15:26 Rom. 6:23, Rom. 12, Titus 3:3-8, 1 Peter 2:21
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Christian 13. As a Christian school, we aim to partner with Richmond Christian College families
Schooling to teach children that the world and everything in it belong to God and that our
ultimate purpose is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. As a Christian school we
weave this understanding and the story and teaching of the Bible as a key thread
through our curriculum and in our everyday practices, activities and operations.*

14. God wants His family to protect and nurture every person as an individual who has
dignity and worth from before they are born. He wants His people to work for
justice in every society and to protect and care for His creation. He wants us to love
others as He loves them.**

15. This is God’s world and Jesus Christ is at the heart of all things. Jesus is the ruler
and King of everything we do. He is Lord in our schools, in our homes, in our lives
and in our hearts. Everything we do can be done with thanks for everything God
has given us as an act of worship to Him.?®

Enrolment We welcome enrolment applications for students from a variety of faith and non-faith
beliefs and backgrounds. The school prioritises the enrolment of children of Christian
parents and those who attest to their agreement to uphold RCC’s Biblical ethos and
constitution as outlined in this Statement of Faith.

Whilst students, parents, guardians or carers from non-Christian families may hold
different views and beliefs, they are required to acknowledge this Statement of Faith. It
is important when joining the school community, that families understand what the
school practices, teaches and promotes.

Enrolment Clause

I/We declare that I/we (circle one option below that reflects your position):

a) acknowledge

b) agree with
the Statement of Faith of Richmond Christian College as outlined above and understand that my/our
child/ren’s education will be provided in accordance with these biblical principles.

Parent 1 Signature Date:

Parent 2 Signature Date:

Staff Clause

I (Full Name) am in agreement with this

Statement of Faith.

Signed: Date:

3 Deut. 6:6-7, Deut. 10:14, Ps. 24:1, Eph. 6:4
4 Gen. 1:26-28, Ex. 20:13, Ps. 139:13-16, Micah 6:8
> Deut. 10:14, Ps 24:1, Ps 150:6, Eph. 1:20-22, Rev. 5:13



